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writer's goal is to point out the si m i\ arili es between tayaii 
Sutaih and modern fiction on the one hand, and the 
classical raaqaina on the other. In both cases, the frame of 
reference is. the fixed features or characteristics pinpointed 
by critics of the maqaroa and of modem fiction alike. 
Among (he elements of the raaqama retained by Haflz 21 
IjyaU Sutaih are: the narrator- litterateur, fantasy, dig- 
rcssion and repetition, didactism, both social and lingua!. 
To these are added some modern fiction techniques. The 
addition, however, docs not make of Laysti Sutaih an 
integrated work of fiction. It has no unity : excite men I. 
richness of characterization, variety of dialogue or in- 
tegration of action. 

A different tendency is represented by Fadwa Maiti - 
Douglas' 'Textual Unity in Layall Sutaih 1 . Here the unity of 

the extant text is taken for granted as a priori, and the 
writer 1 * concern is- rather- with looking for the con- 
stitutional elements that go to the making of that parti* 
cular unity. The search for the book's unity is conducted 
on two synthesizing levels; on the one hand, there is the 
axis of juxtaposition (s yn tagma tic ) on the basis of which 
elements of narration are conjoined. On the other, there is 
an opposite axis (paradigmatic) implying similarity or 
contrast, thus joining the elements of narration 

making distinction between them at the same time, 
study dwells on the contextual functions of dialogue an 
allusJon and the correspondences between the text 
question and absent texts. It also draws attention to the 
functionality of language in the text as a unity and its 



Shawqi Dalg's 'Hafiz, Shawqi and Egypt 1 * Leadership in 
the WofH of Letters* has a different flavour, and is written 
from a different perspective. The emphasis here falls on ih? 
poetic role played by Egypt's three major poets -al- 
Rarudi, Hafii and Shawqi- in promoting ths modern 
poetic revival. Daif traces back the historical roots of this 
revival, examining its various facets and highlighting the 

main characteristics which made of Haftz and Shawqi the 

two most important Arab poets in this modern revival. 
The writer dwells on the nationalist, patrioiieand hist 
cal dimensions in the work of both poets, seen m relation 
to Islamic and Eastern dimensions with Riots in Pan* 
Arabism and Islam. Not the least remarkable oi' Hafiz's 
and Shawqi- s achievements was ihtir reconcilement, in 



on- 



their poetry, of reformist tendencies with nationalist anti- 
imperialistic feelings. No wonder the Arab world found in 
thci r poetry the mo st eloq uen t C* pressi on of i l s dre a ms an d 

aspirations. Egypt, in particular, found in them poeiic 
leaders. having waited long, in vain, for a poet of their 

sta tu re . 




In harmony with Shawqi Daifs view is Abdullah al- 
TayobV Poetry Ac cording to Hafiz and Shawqi 1 . Again the 
link is stressed between Hafiz, Shawqi and al-Baradi on 



e one hand,, and between the first two of these poets and 




e literary tradition, both remote and near, on the otter 
A value -judgement is implied in al-Tayeb*: 



s comparison 



between Haftz and Shawqi on the one hand, and me 

superior 



AI-BussAirTs Burda 



al-Ilanidi on the other 

„„, t . 1 . .... „ . - icm also seen as superior to Shawqi *s poem on the same theme. 

correspondences wuh its seven divisions. Special attention Th "' v i«« u ^ ^im 1fln]Kl 

is paid t o t he se ve n th - and 1 as t - o f t he Nights with Sutaih in * 



an attempt to show how it corresponds to the other nights 

in an integrated textual unity, thus concluding that Haifa's 
work is one of the Creative compositions in the Arabic 
literary tradition 1 . 



Following these two opposed studies -Samaan's and 
MaKi -Douglas^ we move into another section of this 
issue : one in which both Hafizand Shawqi are considered 

together, as part of a broader poetic movement, namely 
the revivalist school GabtrAsfour'sThePoetas a Sage 1 is 
a preliminary reading in revivalist poetry \ The reading 
takes for tts point of departure Hafu and Shawqi, tracing 
both poets back to their master al-Rarudi and including 
contemporaries like al-Russafi and al-Zahawi. Asftur 
seems to find the distinguishing marks of the 'Poet -Sage 1 
as an archetype. Involving as it does cognitive and ethical 
dimensions, it connects the revivalist poet with classical 
poe is o n t he one ha nd and dist inguishe s h i m f ro m the m. o n 
the other. On a third level, it points out some functions of 

poetry peculiar to himself. Not only does the study dwell 
on the concept of poetry -combined with wisdom - 
according to the revivalist poet : ii also depicts the various 
roles of the revivalist floet -Sage in the world at large. In 
relating him to the vates. the Philosopher, the Teacher and 
the Historian, Asf our points out a number of signifies and 
what they signify, thus clarifying the vision immanent in 
revivalist poetry. 



writer establishes a connection between Shawqi's and 
Hafiz's poetry and the nationalist feeling to which they 
gave expression in works treating of political and social 
themes. Reference is also made to the characteristics of 
Hafiz's elegiac poetry and to Shawqi's inventions in the 
field of verse drama. The writer dwells at length on some 
significant poems by both poets. He gives a linguistic 
reading of three Shawqi poems noting similarities and 
echoes, where the poet's relation to the poetic tradition is 
concerned, and never hesitating to make value judge- 
ments, Shawqi and Haflz areseen, ultimately, as two major 

poets, of a high stature, but intrinsically infer -or to al- 

Barudk 



Next, we come to a paper by Abdcl Aziz al-Mukalih 

moving in a different direct ion -different, ihat is. from at- 
TayeJrtt linguistic reading. His subject is the relation 
between Shawqi and Hafiz, on the one hand, and the 
rudiments of innovation in the conu mporary poem" on the 
other AI -MtftaJih's point of departure contrasts with al- 
Tayeb's conclusion. He stresses the importance of in- 
novation and throwing away the fetters of the past. In tus, 
scale of values, there is ample room for a dialectic of 
tradition and cortemporuneny. This entails u negative 
view of Haflz 'jj and Shawqi' s relation to ihc literary 
tradition, but he stresses, all the same , the merits oft he two 
poets as pioneers of a poetic renaissance and forerunners 
of innovation. AJ-Mukalh dwells at Uisure on the Tudi- 
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